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Hon. Michael Coteau talks to The Voice about how the proposed new Child, Youth and Family Services Act will be a game changer for child welfare

  
When you announced the new Child, Youth and Family Services Act you said it was the biggest game changer in child protection in decades. Are there particular parts of the Act that you are most excited about?
There are three pieces that really stand out for me.
Raising the age of protection to 18 is a massive one. I cannot believe that a 16 or 17-year old would not be protected as we speak. Our perception of who should be protected and who shouldn't be protected, I think that's changed a lot over time. But I think for my generation, there is no question that a 16 or 17-year old should be protected. They need our help and the fact that 1,600 kids would fall into that catchment in the first year, it shocks me. Raising the age of protection will prevent homelessness and prevent sex trafficking, so it's just the right thing to do.
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Find out the other parts of the legislation that stand out to the Minister, and more, here.
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